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adults applauded, but the tougher audience squinted at the ceiling, toward which she believed the coin had arced, then at the table, where it ought to have fallen among the

water glasses or in her creamed corn. At last she looked at Tom and said, "Not magic.".When he returned to the kitchen to add ice and sherry to his glass,he looked up

White, Celestina in the San Francisco phone directory. Her number was listed; her address was not..This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few

pulls of its trigger, was sold strictly to police departments, and its distribution was tightly controlled. On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could

have bought the better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks..So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a

different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier

afternoon good wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given, cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the Bells"

and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at three o'clock in the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed before Santa's had begun..An

emergency kit in the trunk of his car contained a flashlight. He fetched it and sweetened the bribe to the valet.
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